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Hi Families of SAES,
Did you know the gala, our biggest fundraiser of the year and sole fundraiser this year; is a major financial definer of St. Andrew’s Episcopal School? Click on the link below for the breakdown of the budget and how monies are translated into program.
http://www.saesintheheights.org/storage/LastFiscalYrEnding_09-10.pdf
Gala Proceeds
“What happens to the proceeds from our yearly fundraising events,” you may ask? As many of you read, in my welcome letter at the beginning of the school year, the school is a ministry of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, a not for profit organization and relies upon those who acknowledge the profound moments that occur with the children each day to support these endeavors with generous contributions and volunteer efforts. In the past nine years, the families of church and school have committed much to sustaining this worthy undertaking. When we begin the 2011/2012 school year we will be celebrating a decade of service to the community. As you may or may not realize, the monies that come to us through tuitions and fees only cover a little over 80% of our school’s operating expenses. Our school, like many other independent schools, relies on fundraising and donations to offset this shortfall to keep tuition fees competitive and to cover expenses required to offer our students an extraordinary learning and nurturing experience while ensuring that our children are provided the very best resources. Last year’s event raised monies that provided materials in classrooms, professional development opportunities, enhanced our faculty/staff and improvements to our facility. Presently, we are going into our third year of being an accredited school with the Southwestern Association of Episcopal Schools and the word is out- SAES an esteemed community has established a glowing reputation. We must all endeavor to continue to fulfill that reputation by continuing to offer the quality Toddler and Early Childhood Episcopal Montessori environments that we have become known for! 

Thank you to our dedicated Gala Committee for all your efforts in preparing for another wonderful night’s event for the parents, families and friends of St. Andrew’s Episcopal School, but most especially for the children of SAES! This year our annual gala, and sole fundraiser, is your opportunity to assist us in maintaining this excellent program; please hear our plea, consider sponsorship, and turn in your underwriting contribution.  The Administration, Faculty/Staff, and The Board of Trustees look forward to sharing this celebratory evening with all of you.
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Janet M. Matthews
Head of School

Underwriting forms are attached and can be found on-line at http://www.saesintheheights.org/events/ , the deadline for inclusion in the invitation and brochure is approaching fast. Please consider becoming a sponsor.
The Recipe for Creating a Successful Gala Event!
1.      Auction Items
It takes the village of SAES to plan each year’s successful gala event. We are asking all families to procure at least two auction items from your favorite businesses and contacts. Some suggestions are: 
  Tickets, tickets, tickets (movies, plays, games, airfare, etc.), a week or weekend getaway at your family vacation spot/time share/vacation home. 
  Do you have professional skills such as will writing, income tax preparation, veterinary services, or do you have a secret talent? Donate your services! Host a get- together at your home for wine and cheese, a small group dinner, beer with buds or some other fun occasion. (“Pimm’s by the Pool” was a particularly popular event one year.) 
  Do you have a designer bag, a lovely piece of jewelry, a piece of art that no longer goes with your décor- the gala is a great opportunity to re-gift items that are just sitting in your closet, attic, or garage!
  Or (!!!) create a themed basket of goodies as one of your donations. 
All of these items and so much more make spectacular auction items!  The teachers and head of school also get involved…zoo trips, museum outings…AND…a highlight of every year’s gala is an overnight sit by the Head of School! 
*The gala committee will be publishing a list of businesses that have been contacted for donations so that you may check to see if you have a personal connection with any, you might offer to follow up with them.
 
*Auction donation forms are attached, can be found in the office and are also on-line at http://www.saesintheheights.org/events/ .
 
2.      Community Baskets for Auction
Please help fill the themed community baskets for the silent auction. The community baskets are another way to support the school. We are asking each family to contribute one or two items to fill the community baskets. The baskets will be auctioned off during the silent auction. Baskets can be found on the oak table in the lobby! Any takers for providing baskets?
*    EC: “The Wizard of Oz: Follow the Yellow Book Road” (Basket of Books, (adult or child reading)
*    Toddler I: “The Sound of Music” (Music play themed basket: instruments, CD’s, I-tunes GC’s (adult/child listening)
*    Toddler II: “Singing in the Rain” (Rain/Puddle Jumping Gear (adult/child wear)
*    Administration: “Breakfast at Tiffany’s” (Coffees, teas, jams, fancy breakfast items, baubles)
*    Board: “Bond, James Bond 007” (Cocktails, shaken not stirred and Cigar Basket, hand-rolled ()
All are just suggestions.(
3.    Save the Date              
         The ninth annual St. Andrew’s Episcopal School Gala: “Hollywood Lights in the Heights” - Saturday, February 12, 2011; 6PM-11PM. Theme based on the lights and glamour of old Hollywood! 
 
        Watch your e-mails for a Save the Date message that you can easily forward to family, friends and colleagues. Many of our gala guests, even alumni parents, single out this event as an opportunity to have a fun night on the town with friends and family while supporting their love of St. Andrew’s Episcopal School.
 
        With that said, please be sure to make your childcare plans early so that you may attend one of the most entertaining nights of the year! 
 
         Supporters will enjoy silent & live auctions, an open bar, delicious catered dinner and a classics play list! (An IPod loaded with the play list will be auctioned off at evening’s end!!!!)
 
        Purchase tickets for family, friends, colleagues, and yourselves! Please note: When you purchase your “tickets”, NO physical tickets will be given, your name and the names of those you invite will be placed on the gala guest list.
 
         Invite one and all.

    4.      Volunteer
Volunteer to sell tickets @ the entrance to the school over the days prior to the gala, set-up the venue or clean-up. 
 
5.      Gala Meetings
The next Gala meeting is Thursday, December 2, 2010 @ 9:30 am
 Lastly,
Contact the gala committee with any questions or offerings at gala@saesintheheights.org.
Many Thanks and we look forward to another successful event; it is all of your help and contributions that make SAES a total success year after year! 
THANK YOU!
  
