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It’s gala time! Be sure to make your childcare plans early so that you may attend one of the most entertaining nights of the year. Come support the school and enjoy a fabulous evening with other parents of the school, members of the St. Andrew’s community, and your guests. Each year, the school builds its gala around a “parent’s first night out after children” theme meaning adult fun for all. This year’s event will be based on a southern flair with a bit of swamp magic on the bayou thrown in. Supporters will enjoy silent & live auctions, an open bar, a rhythm and blues play list (an i-pod loaded with the play list will be auctioned off at evening’s end), and catering by Treebeard’s Market Square. 

Watch your e-mails for a Save the Date message that you can easily forward to family, friends, and colleagues. Many of our gala guests, even alumni parents, single out this event as an opportunity to have a fun night on the town with friends and family while supporting their love of St. Andrew’s school. 

It takes the village of SAES to plan each year’s successful event. We are asking everyone to procure auction items from your favorite businesses and contacts. You will find auction donation forms attached. Some suggestions are: Tickets, tickets, tickets (movies, plays, games, airfare, etc.), a week or weekend getaway at your family vacation spot. Do you have professional skills such as will writing, income tax preparation, veterinary services, or do you have a secret talent; donate your services! Host a get together at your home for wine and cheese, a small group dinner, beer with buds, or some other fun occasion. Pimms by the pool was a particularly popular event in last year’s auction. Do you have a designer bag, a lovely piece of jewelry, a piece of art that no longer goes with your décor- the gala is a great opportunity to re gift items that are just sitting in your closet, attic, or garage! Or create a themed basket of goodies. All of these items and so much more make spectacular auction items!  A highlight of every year’s gala which was just recently “cashed in” from last years auction is a overnight sit by the Head of School! The gala committee will be publishing a list of businesses that have been contacted for donations so that you may check to see if you have a personal connection with any and you might offer to follow up with them. 
For some terrific auction item suggestions you can go to: http://nonprofitfundraising.suite101.com/article.cfm/types_of_silent_auction_items 
Look for sign up sheets at the upcoming gala parent socials for ways you can help make Bayou Nights in the Heights the talk of the village! Such as:
· Join the auction committee to catalogue, organize, follow up, pick-up, package and display auction items.

· Jobs the evening of the event, i.e. set-up, clean-up, gala check-in/out, bartending, etc.
· Sing up to create a classroom scrapbook for the auction (see example in the front office).

· Sew? Put together our classroom quilts. 
As well as many other bits and pieces that are needed.

For a brief description of just how important our gala fundraising is to the school please visit the Giving Page on our website: www.SAESintheHeights.org and if you have any questions or suggestions to offer please contact the gala committee @ 713-861-2954 or

gala@SAESintheheights.org
Thank you and see you soon down on the bayou! 

SAES 2010 Gala Committee
